
 

 

AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

REMOTE VIA PHONE USING ZOOM 

FEBRUARY 16, 2021 ~ 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

If you have special needs or circumstances which may make communication or accessibility difficult at the meeting, 

please call (920) 563-7760.  Accommodations will, to the fullest extent possible, be made available on request by a 

person with a disability. 

 

 

 

1. Call meeting to order. 

 

2. Roll call. 

 

3. Approval of minutes of February 2, 2021 regular Council meeting. 

 

4. Public Hearings 

 

None. 

 

 

5. Public Comment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Petitions, Requests and Communications 

 

a. Presentation of Green Award. 

  

  Action – Present award. 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89629718663?

pwd=NVprRERkRncxTGdNdlBCNGcxU

kltUT09 

 

Passcode: 849049 

 

Dial by your location 

+1 312 626 6799 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89629718663?pwd=NVprRERkRncxTGdNdlBCNGcxUkltUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89629718663?pwd=NVprRERkRncxTGdNdlBCNGcxUkltUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89629718663?pwd=NVprRERkRncxTGdNdlBCNGcxUkltUT09


7. Resolutions and Ordinances 

 

a. Resolution declaring the month of May as “No Mow May” in the City of Fort 

Atkinson. 

 

 Action – Reject – Approve and adopt Resolution. 

 

 

8. Reports of Officers, Boards and Committees 

 

a. Building, Plumbing and Electrical Permit Report for January, 2021. 

 

 Action – Accept and file. 

 

 

9. Unfinished Business 

 

a. 2020 call data update on adult care facilities. 

 

 Action – Accept and file. 

 

 

10. New Business 

 

a. Review and approve change order for additional high rack and pallet rack system 

at Fire Station. 

 

 Action – Reject – Approve. 

 

 

b. Review and approve request for purchase of network server hardware, software, 

and installation services at Wastewater Utility as budgeted. 

 

 Action – Reject – Approve. 

 

 

11. Miscellaneous 

 

a. Grant operator licenses. 

 

 Action – Reject – Approve. 

 

b. Change of Agent for license for Kwik Trip Inc. dba Stop-N-Go #1502, 313 

Madison Ave. 

 

 Action – Reject – Approve. 



c. City, Sewer, Water and Stormwater Utility Financial Statements as of January 31, 

 2021. 

 

 Action – Accept and file. 

 

 

d. Report on 2020 tax collections and on 2020 delinquent personal property taxes.  

 

 Action – Accept and file. 

 

 

12. Claims, Appropriations and Contract Payments 

 

a. Verified claims. 

 

Action – Motion to approve list of verified claims presented by the Director of  

    Finance and to authorize payment. 

 

b. Consideration of a motion to convene into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin 

state Stature 19.85 (1) (e) Deliberation or negotiating the purchasing of public 

properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public 

business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, , 

and (c) Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance 

evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has 

jurisdiction or exercises responsibility; RE: Sale of property and update 

personnel. 

 

Action -- City Council may reconvene into open session should action be  

     necessary. 

 

 

13. Adjournment 

 

 
 



CITY OF FORT ATKINSON 

City Council Minutes ~ February 2, 2021 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER. 

President Becker called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

ROLL CALL. 

Present: Cm. Housley, Cm. Johnson, Cm. Kotz, Cm. Scherer and Pres. Becker. Also present: 

City Attorney, City Clerk/Treasurer, City Engineer, Park & Recreation Director and Interim 

Manager.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 19, 2021 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. 

Cm. Kotz moved, seconded by Cm. Scherer to approve the minutes as presented. Motion carried 

via Zoom.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None.  

PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Request to change April 6, 2021 City Council meeting to Thursday, April 8, 2021, due to

election.

Cm. Johnson moved, seconded by Cm. Housley to approve the request to change April 6, 2021

City Council meeting to Thursday, April 8, 2021, due to election. Motion carried via Zoom.

b. Request to change name of Arrowhead Park to Rotary Arrowhead Park.

Director Franseen reviewed the request by the Rotary Club to rename the park following their

donations and dedication to the development of the park.

Cm. Housley moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to approve the request to change the name of 

Arrowhead Park to Rotary Arrowhead Park. Motion carried via Zoom.  

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 

a. Resolution combining Wards for April 6, 2021 Spring Election

Cm. Kotz moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to approve and adopt Resolution combing wards for

April 6, 2021 Spring Election. Motion carried unanimously via Zoom.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

a. Minutes of Plan Commission meeting held January 26, 2021.

Cm. Kotz moved, seconded by Cm. Scherer to accept and file the Reports of Officers, Boards

and Committees. Motion carried via Zoom.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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a. Recommendation from Plan Commission to approve Certified Survey Map re-dividing

lots two (2) and three (3) at W5226 Curtis Mill Rd – Extraterritorial.

Engineer Selle reviewed the recommendation for the CSM.

Cm. Scherer moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to approve the recommendation from Plan 

Commission to approve Certified Survey Map re-dividing lots two (2) and three (3) at W5226 

Curtis Mill Rd – Extraterritorial. Motion carried via Zoom.  

b. Review and approve authorization to solicit borrowing terms for purchase of Public

Works Capital Equipment and street repair.

Clerk Ebbert presented the discussion on the Council authorization from April 2020 to solicit

bids for borrowing the street improvements. The Council had approved the 2021 CIP that

included borrowing for Public Works Capital Equipment. Interest rates are favorable and Staff is

requesting authorization to seek rates for borrowing. Staff will return with rates and confirmation

of equipment bids and street repair.

Cm. Kotz moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to authorize Staff to solicit borrowing terms for 

purchase of Public Works Equipment and street repair. Motion carried via zoom.  

NEW BUSINESS 

a. Review and approve quote to sealcoat Glacier River Bike Trail and four tennis courts at

Rock River Park as budgeted.

Director Franseen presented quotes for the budgeted project. The Department has worked with

Midwest Sealcoat in the past and has been very happy with their product.  To cover the $42,000

estimate, there is $28,500 budgeted in the Parks Capital Outlay, a private donation in the amount

of $12,000 and the remaining amount of $1,500 will be expensed to the parks supplies account.

Cm. Scherer moved, seconded by Cm. Kotz to approve the quote from Midwest Sealcoat not to 

exceed $42,000 to sealcoat the Glacial River Bike Trail and four tennis courts at Rock River 

Park. Motion carried unanimously via Zoom.  

MISCELLANEOUS 

a. City, Sewer, Water, Stormwater Utility, and Funds 4, 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, and 14 Year-End

Financial Statements as of December 31, 2021, and approve non-lapsing accounts and year-end

appropriations.

Clerk Ebbert reviewed the financials, over drawns, under budget accounts and carry over of non-

lapsing funds.

Cm. Kotz moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to accept and file year-end financial statements for 

all funds. Motion carried unanimously via Zoom.  

Cm. Scherer moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson appropriate $579,007.86 from the General Fund 

for the overdrawn accounts. Motion carried unanimously via Zoom.  

Cm. Kotz moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson to approve non-lapsing accounts of $2,131,432.66 

from 2020 to 2021. Motion carried unanimously via Zoom.  
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CLAIMS, APPROPRIATIONS AND CONTRACT PAYMENTS 

a. Verified claims.

Cm. Johnson moved, seconded by Cm. Scherer to approve list of verified claims presented by the

Director of Finance and to authorize payment. Motion carried unanimously via Zoom.

ADJOURNMENT 

Cm. Scherer moved, seconded by Cm. Johnson moved to adjourn. Meeting adjourned 7:44 pm. 

Respectfully submitted 

Michelle Ebbert 
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CITY OF FORT ATKINSON, Fort Atkinson, WI, 53538  Date:  February 10, 2021 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Michelle Ebbert, Clerk/Finance Director 

SUBJECT: Annual Green Recognition Awards 

Background: 

On July 2, 2007, the Climate Protection Ad Hoc Committee recommended the City adopt a Green 

Recognition Program to showcase the environmental efforts of area businesses, community 

organizations and individual citizens. The award recognizes that a healthy economy and a healthy 

environment are mutually supportive. 

Discussion: 

Attached is the nomination submitted for the Resident/Individual category. There were no nominations 

for the Community Organization or Local Business categories.   

Local business No nominations 

Community organization No nominations 

Resident/Individual  Kaitlin Myren-Celkis 

Financial Analysis: 

None. 

Staff Recommendation: 

Staff is recommending the above award be presented. A plaque will be prepared for Pres. Becker to 

present to Ms. Myren-Celkis at the City Council meeting. 
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CITY OF FORT ATKINSON, Fort Atkinson, WI, 53538  Date:  February 10, 2021 

TO:    City Council 

FROM:    Andy Selle, PE ; Brooke Franseen 

SUBJECT: No Mow May 

Background: 
Heart of the City has expressed interest in introducing a temporary exception to 
Section 102-121 “Vegetation” Part (b)(1) which allows for grass to exceed the stated 

eight inch maximum to facilitate promotion and education of habitat necessary for 
successful emergence and survival of pollinators in the month of May. 

Discussion: 
This proposed exception would allow rear yards of residential properties or 

designated City owned property to be exempt from enforcement of Section 102-121 
“Vegetation” requiring grass to be kept less than 8 inches tall. The exemption would 

expire on June 1, 2021. 

The four pieces of City owned property to be included in this exception are: 

- Barrie Park near the playground on the corner
- North Main St. and N Fourth St by the train tracks
- A swatch near the electronic sign at Jones Park

- Wilcox Park section

Staff have reviewed the request and, provided it is kept to the rear yards and 
promptly mowed by the June 1 deadline, believe it can move forward on a trial basis 
for this year. 

The request will require a temporary change to the ordinance as noted.  

Recommendation: 
City staff recommends approval of the temporary exception to Section 102-121 

“Vegetation” Part (b)(1) from May 1, 2021 to June 1, 2021, thus declaring “No Mow 
May” in the City of Fort Atkinson. The formal exception is attached. 

Item 7a
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Resolution: 

Whereas, Fort Atkinson residents require food to sustain their lives and one of every three bites 

of food consumed requires pollinators, 

Whereas, the City has a strong public interest in and duty toward the continuing survival of its 

residents, 

Whereas, the pollinators whose activities generate our food consists of bees, butterflies, moths, 

birds, as well as many others and these pollinator species are in decline due to pesticide treatments and 

mowing, urban sprawl, habitat loss, disease and parasites, 

Whereas, the formative period for establishment and nourishment of pollinator species occurs 

in late Spring and early Summer upon emergence from hibernation, at the same time supporting plants 

emerge and blossom, offering them habitat and forage opportunities, 

Whereas, the United States Environmental Protection Agency recognized the necessity of 

protecting pollinators by establishing a very first “National Pollinator Week” proclamation last year for 

the week of June 22-26, 2020, and 

Whereas, pollinator foraging and development is reduced by leaf removal and mowing of grass, 

Now, Therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Fort Atkinson recognize a “No Mow May” initiative for the 

promotion and education about this critical period for pollinator emergence and survival, allowing for 

the creation of crucial pollinator-supporting habitat and early Spring foraging opportunities, and that in 

the rear yards of residential properties or as designated on City owned property by the Director of Parks 

and Recreation, until June 1, 2021 the City of Fort Atkinson shall temporarily suspend enforcement of 

Section 102-121 “Vegetation” Part (b) (1) - Grass and weeds shall be less than eight inches tall on 

improved, unimproved or vacant properties unless addressed otherwise in this section.    
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CITY OF FORT ATKINSON, Fort Atkinson, WI, 53538    Date:  February 8, 2021 

TO: Fort Atkinson City Council  

FROM:   Adrian Bump, Police Chief 

SUBJECT:   2020 Call Data Update on Adult Care Facilities 

Background: 

The City of Fort Atkinson enacted a temporary moratorium on the approval of new Adult Care 
Facilities. This moratorium started in mid-2015 and was later lifted in 2018. From enaction of the 
moratorium through today, data analysis has become important as we look at the impacts on public 

safety.  

As requested, the below data shows call data specific to the police departments response to Adult 
Care Facilities. The data shows the actual call volume from CBRF’s coming into the police 
department annually. The current numbers show data gathered from 2010 through 2020.  

2020 Data & Update: 

Qualifying Chronic Nuisance Property Group Homes: 

There is currently four (4) CBRFs that have qualified under the City Ordinance related to Chronic 
Nuisance Properties. 502 Nikki Lane, 509 Nikki Lane, 28 E Sherman Ave, and 1212 Adrian Blvd. 
These CBRFs have all been issued warning letters for being Chronic Nuisance Properties. Further 
qualifying calls would result in fines and bills for service.   

2010 - 2020 Police Call Data 

Charts below represent all calls to known AFH, CBRF, RCAC, SAP, and ADC addresses. 
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2010 - 2020 Police Call Data (Continued) 

Preventable calls were originally a focus as a key statistic in the presented data. Preventable calls 
are shown quarterly in orange. Over time we have found that there is very little impact on call 
volume after working to reduce preventable calls. We found that the calls continued to remain at 
high levels. Our efforts to try and reduce the preventable calls provided no value in reducing the 
burden on emergency services. We have seen an increase in all calls for group homes. Call data 
shows that the past four years reflect a significant increase in emergency service calls. As identified 
in past updates, it is apparent that the present call volumes we see are the consistent norm related 
to CBRFs and their need for emergency services.  

2020 Call Data shows a significant rise in calls for service to these businesses/homes over a four-
year period. 2020 was the second highest year for CBRF call volume since 2010 when we first 
noticed the negative impact on emergency services. It’s important to also recognize the continued 
upward trend in call volume that has occurred since the lift of the moratorium in mid-2018.  

Below is a look at the numbers related to CBRFs by quarter for 2010-2020. 

Comparing Quarters from 2010-2020 
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Final Observations: 

Call volume continues to stay at high levels for this specific type of business and reinforces the 
thought that the best run facility will still require a base level of emergency service for their 
population. The high number of facilities within our community will continue to impact and strain 
public safety services. Adjustments to public safety manpower and resources is the final option 
toward a solution that has not been implemented. 

The increased volume of calls and the increasing time that many calls for service require reveal that 
Fort Atkinson’s Public Safety is working beyond its capacity most days. The Police Department saw 
an increase of 970 calls for service in 2019 (12% increase). The Police Department only had a 
decrease of 39 calls for service in 2020 even after a decision to reduce proactive traffic enforcement 
and other non-essential calls for service reactive to COVID-19. If we specifically look at the Adult 
Care Facilities in Fort Atkinson, we see a 19% increase in calls for service from 2018 to 2019. In 

2020 we see only a slight decrease in calls for service, but see that we currently have a yearly 
average of 455 calls for service to CBRF’s over the past four years. The average officer handles 
approximately 560 calls a year within our agency. These calls for services are addressed or brought 
to a final disposition with the same size workforce each year as the police department has not 
increased in manpower for over 23 years when we first increased to 20 sworn officers working for 
the agency.  

Although solutions and best practices have been implemented or adopted, the increase in calls and 
the burdens placed on public safety are not being reduced. We are finding that people need and 
require our services more and more each day. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Adrian Bump 
Chief of Police 
Fort Atkinson 
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CITY OF FORT ATKINSON, Fort Atkinson, WI, 53538  Date: February 10, 2021 

TO: City Council  

FROM: Paul Christensen, Wastewater Supervisor 

SUBJECT:  Utility Network Server Replacement 

Background: The 2021 Wastewater Utility budget contains $10,000 for the replacement of network 

server for the Utility. The server was last replaced in 2013 and is running Windows Server 2008, 

which is no longer supported. 

Discussion: The server replacement includes the hardware, Windows Server 2019 Standard Edition 

and licenses, and labor for setup and installation. The server tower was purchased in late 2020 to take 

advantage of an end of year discount from HP Enterprise. 

Financial Analysis: A proposal was requested from Ignatek, the City’s IT provider, for the remainder 

of the project. We received the following quoted price. 

Ignatek, Janesville, WI $7,578.00 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends the purchase of the network server hardware, software, 

and installation services from Ignatek, LLC for the cost of $7,578.00. The server tower cost was 

$1,327.00, bringing the total project cost to $$8,905.00. 
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CITY OF FORT ATKINSON, Fort Atkinson, WI, 53538  Date:  February 12, 2020 

TO:  City Council  

FROM: Michelle Ebbert City Clerk/Treasurer 

SUBJECT: Granting Operator Licenses  

Background: 
The following are applicants for operator licenses.  The applications have been 
reviewed and approved for accuracy by the Police Department. The following 

licenses are recommended for approval by the City Council. 

Discussion: 
REGULAR FOR THE TERM OF 2020-2022: 

1. Heather Morgan Bridge 

2. Christopher Berndt Stop-n-Go 
3. Danielle Drays Kwik Trip Janesville Ave 

Financial Analysis: 
None.  

Staff Recommendation: 

To recommend the approval of operator licenses for the above noted applicants upon 
completion of successful background checks.  
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